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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, November 18, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank 

J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber      

Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to remember that it is an honor to sit here at 

this table and that every decision they make should be with an open heart and an open 

mind.   

 

6:50 Interview- ZBA 

 

Public Hearing to Amend Chapter 9-Code of Ethics 

 

Amy Justiniano, Chair to the Board of Ethics presented the following: 
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  Mayor Picinich thanked Ms. Justiniano for the comprehensive presentation.  She 

stated that a change to the code is not something that the Board takes lightly.  A lot of 

effort and research went into this.  There are a few attorneys on the Board of Ethics and we 

have met as a whole and weighed every word prior to bringing this law to this point.  

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to 

close the public hearing and providing ten (10) days for written comment, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

Presentation from Northwell Hospital 

Joel Seligman and Derek Anderson presented the following:  
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Norma Drummond- Census Presentation 

 

Norman Drummond, Westchester County Planning Commissioner, presented the following: 
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2)     Communications:  

a. Knights of Columbus - Crèche Request Nov. 30th 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

approve the Knights of Columbus request to erect the crèche from November 30th to 

January 6, 2020, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
  

3)     Petitions: None. 

4)     Board Committee and Commission Reports:  
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5)     Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Water Report- 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that our water production for the month of October was 

a little more than 35 million gallons for a daily average of around 1.125 million gallons per 

day which is about 100,000 gallons per day less than the September daily average and 

approximately 220,000 gallons per day less than the August daily average.  The lake was at 

95% capacity at the beginning of the month and at 92% at the end of the month.  The 

Leonard Park wells are still in service.  

Mr. Brancati continued to remind residents that there is free holiday parking in the 

municipal lots in the 4 hour spaces.  This does not include any of the metered spots along 

Main Street or South Moger and only in the 4 hour spaces.  He also reminded residents of 

the overnight parking restriction: NOVEMBER 15th TO APRIL 1st ON THE FOLLOWING 

STREETS IN THEIR ENTIRETY: There shall be NO overnight parking from 1:00 am to 5:00 

am from November 15 - April 1 on the following streets in their entirety: 

 

 Ascot Circle   Austin Drive 

 Brentwood Court  Britton Lane 

 Caren Court   Carlton Drive 

 Cold Spring Court  Croton Avenue 

 East Hyatt Avenue  Emery Street 

 Fairways Drive  Hillside Avenue 

 Kisco Avenue    Mountain Avenue 

 Orchard Road   Prospect Street 

 Rolling Ridge   Route 133  

 Route 117    Sands Street 

 South Moger Avenue  Stratford Drive 

 Willetts Road   Washburn Road 

 West Hyatt Avenue  Green Street 

 Lexington Avenue   Moore Avenue  

 Turner Lane 
 

6)     Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Mount Kisco Historical Society had their 

monthly meeting on November 6, 2019 where most of the discussion was about their new 

space at 40 Green Street.  With the new space comes a new name; The Mount Kisco 

Historical Society and Museum.  More details to come.  The Mount Kisco Arts Council rocked 

the Community Room at the Mount Kisco Library for their 1st installment of Chamber Music 

Concert series.  The second concert will be December 8th.  The Libby Richmond Tribute Band 

also performed at the library this past weekend.  On Sunday November 10th was the Ladies 

Old Timers Brunch and on the 11th we had the Veterans Day Memorial Service.   She 

continued to say that on the 14th she and the Mayor were at the ribbon cutting ceremony for 

the new race course at Grand Prix; along with some new features for family fun.  On Friday, 

November 15th the Grand Opening of Mast Chocolate happened.   What an amazing 

experience.  Looking forward to Thanksgiving next week with family and delicious food.  She 

ended by thanking Trustee Albanese for his two (2) years of service to the Board.  

Trustee Schleimer reminded residents that open enrollment for Medicare ends on 

December 7th. She also mentioned that the Mount Kisco library is looking for people to share 

their passions, ideas, and talents with other people in the Village by sending your ideas to 

librarymtk@gmail.com.  This is a great way to give back to the community.  

 Trustee Grunthal stated that the food scrap recycling program is moving along 

nicely.  There was a table at the local Stop & Shop this past weekend and we had some 

people buy the bins.  We hope that residents will continue to volunteer to participate in this 

program.  

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that she participated in an active shooter training 

this past week.  We are looking to hold this at our library; although it is something that is 

sad to have to think about, it is important to have this knowledge.  She also wanted to let 

mailto:librarymtk@gmail.com
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residents know that the Board is working on some code changes that have been barriers to 

economic activity.  Be on the lookout for the public hearings for those changes to come.   

 

7)     Old Business:  

a. Tax Settlement- Terlizzi 

 A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

accept the following tax settlement: 

 

WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 

property tax assessments on the Town assessment roll with respect to the following parcels: 

Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years 

S&M Terlizzi a/k/a  69.66-3-19 &   2018 (Town) 

MMS Property Holdings 69.66-3-24.2   2019 (Village) 

 

WHEREAS, petitioner's court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, Westchester 

County; and  

WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 

resolution;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is authorized to 

execute a settlement on behalf of the Town and Village for assessments for no less than the 

following:  

Town Proceedings: 

 

Parcel 69.66-3-19    Original Proposed Settlement  Reduction 

Assessment Year: 2018   $275,000 $225,730   $49,270 

 

Parcel 69.66-3-24.2  

Assessment Year: 2018   $190,800 $156,615   $34,185 

 

Village Proceedings:  

 

Parcel 69.66-3-19  

Assessment Year: 2019   $149,700 $115,362   $34,338 

 

Parcel 69.66-3-24.2  

Assessment Year: 2019  $95,400 $73,518   $21,882 

 

  All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

 

b. Tax Settlement- Sandy Kids 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to 

accept the following tax settlement:  

 

WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 

property tax assessments on the Town assessment roll with respect to the following parcels: 

 

Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years 

Sandy Kids Realty LLC/ 69.66-3-20   2014-2019 (Town) 

Finkelstein Realty      2018-2019 (Village) 

 

WHEREAS, petitioner's court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, Westchester 

County; and  

WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 

resolution;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is authorized to 

execute a settlement on behalf of the Town and Village for assessments for no less than the 

following:  

Town Proceedings: 

 

Assessment Year   Original Proposed Settlement  Reduction 

2014- 2018     Discontinued 
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2019     $415,000 $407,680   $7,320 

 

Village Proceedings:  

 

2018     $250,000 $211,650   $38,350 

2019     $250,000 $204,620   $45,380 

 

  All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 
 

 

8)     New Business: 

a. Board Appointment- ARB (3 year term) Dan Gagliardi 

  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to appoint Dan Gagliardi to the Architectural Review Board; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Board Appointment- EDC- (3 year term) Joseph Cambareri 

  A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to appoint Joseph Cambareri to the Economic Development Council; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

c. Letter of Intent- Moger Lot Development Opportunity 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that this is something that they had been 

working on for more than a year.  They put out a Request for Proposals (RFP) and received 

a number of thoughtful and comprehensive responses.  The Board has performed site visits 

and reviewed plans and would like to move forward with a company that the Board and the 

Village would like to partner with to allow them to invest in Mount Kisco.   

 Mr. Singleton stated that this is just an intent to formalize; right now we are 

not formalizing anything.  The Village has been entertaining proposals to develop lots for 

mixed residential and commercial use.  They have entertained presentations from many 

different developers and have come up with parameters that the parties can agree upon and 

formalize at a later time.  There are still many steps that need to be worked out prior to 

anything being finalized.  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that she understands this is an outline, but is 

concerned that there language that the property can be signed over to a third party affiliate.  

She wants to make sure that there is something there to secure their position as the 

landlords.   

Trustee Albanese stated that for himself, the company that we would like to go with 

impressed him.  They develop an experience for their tenants and for the surrounding 

community and he is excited for what is to come.  
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 Trustee Schleimer read the following statement: First, let me say that I was surprised 

to see that the vote on the Letter of Intent was scheduled for this evening.  The Village 

Board met last Tuesday and we’re presented for the first time with a draft of the letter of 

Intent for the development of the North and South Moger parking lots.  For those of you 

who may not be familiar with this, this is the proposal to add approximately 217 

apartments, up to 50,000 square feet of retail, community space and 896 parking spaces in 

multi-level garages on the North and South Moger lots. We had not received the proposal 

prior to walking into that meeting notwithstanding the fact that the draft was dated 

11/11/19 and a copy could have been provided at any time prior to the meeting.  The 

Village Attorney was not available since he had a Planning Board meeting that evening.  

Our comments were requested to be submitted by Friday, 11/15.  I submitted 

comments early Friday afternoon.  I was then informed that the draft I had reviewed had 

already been revised twice.  I have not been provided with those interim drafts.  The 

Developer was scheduled to make a presentation to the community after the terms of the 

Letter of Intent was approved.  There was a discussion that it would not be possible to do it 

at tonight’s meeting. I must share with the community that I was surprised to see that they 

are on this agenda and present at this meeting which would assume an approval of the 

Letter of Intent tonight. 

I want to share with you some of the issues that I have raised which I do not feel 

comfortable that they have been sufficiently addressed: 

1.  What are we actually leasing to the Developer?  Is it all of the North and 

South Moger lots?  If it is not all, where is the line?  At the very least, they and we need to 

know what is being covered by this agreement and what will be retained by the Village. 

2. We should have an exact count, subject to change of what at this point is 

proposed in terms of the number of commuter and handicapped parking spaces, if any, 

which will continue to be available on the South Moger lot.  We also need some idea 

whether some of the parking for existing businesses will continue to be available on the 

South Moger lot. 

3. We should have an exact count, subject to change of what at this point is 

proposed in terms of the number of commuter and handicapped parking spaces in the North 

lot.  We also need some idea whether some of the parking for existing businesses will 

continue to be available in the North Moger lot and if so where.  In the parking garage?   

4. Residents have come up to me and are concerned with security.  Who will pay 

for this and how will this be provided in the parking garages?  If commuters have to 

transverse 133 to get to the North Moger lot, what will be done to secure their safety? 

5. Mount Kisco will be responsible for maintaining two (2) parking garages that 

someone else is building.  Are we responsible for structural repairs? Cleaning?  Security? 

Kiosks? Insurance? Utilities?  Snow removal? General maintenance? 

6. The Developer has the right to sell the project.  Do we have any controls on 

who can be substituted for the Developer?  Financial requirements?  Track record or do we 

have to take anyone they come up with.  Remember what happened to the solar farm at the 

back of Oakwood Cemetery which has now been sold to an unknown third party when we 

were relying on the fact that the developer was someone who was known to the Village. 

7. No taxes or payments in lieu of taxes are payable during the construction 

period.  Our income may/will be effected when the lots are under construction, but there 

are no payments in lieu of taxes until after construction 
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8. The agreement calls for Mount Kisco to come up with $4 million which is 

anticipated to come from “public capital and/or grants”.  If this is not available the Village 

will borrow the $4 million from the developer at $4%-are we in a position to borrow more or 

should we have a right to back out if we cannot get grant money?  I am told that the state 

Economic Development Council has “indicated its willingness”, but I’m not sure what that 

means. 

Other folks have asked me to raise other questions such as: 

“Without a full complete independent background check on the developer, this should 

never be approved.  The results of the independent background check must be fully 

disclosed to residents. 

We have been burned under previous administrations re Friedland, king of the empty 

storefront forcing out local businesses with escalating rents. 

And more recently, with the firehouse contract.” 

I was also asked to share with the public that the architects, H2M, on the firehouse 

project that cost us so much money are being sued in Hempstead, Long Island and by a 

community in New Jersey for malpractice. 

Another resident wants us to explain the financial transaction to the public and explain 

why we are agreeing to lease the parking lots rent free for 99 years and with reduced 

payments in lieu of taxes that are well below what real estate taxes would be for many 

many years and what the Village is getting out of it in return.  They have also asked that 

being that we haven’t resolved our traffic problems on 133 and 117, how can we hope to 

manage such a large increase in population and traffic?  

I think the letter of intent for a proposal for a lease for 99 years and which will change 

the face of Mount Kisco forever deserves serious time and discussion.  We cannot afford to 

get this wrong. This agreement forms the basis of our understanding with the Developer 

and we should get it right for everyone’s sake. 

Trustee Grunthal started by saying that years ago the Economic Development Council 

recommended to a previous Board that they embark on some transit oriented development 

and this Board developed a comprehensive plan that allows this type development and 

believes it would be a huge leap forward for the Village.  This will bring new life, new 

economic activity, a new face to the Village of Mount Kisco, and will help Mount Kisco stay 

lively for years to come.   

Mayor Picinich started by saying that this Board and other groups have been working 

for the past year on this.  They hired an organization, the National Development Council, an 

independent group that has guided us through the process.  She also pointed out that there 

will be an increase in parking spaces for all those concerned with parking.  We, as a Board, 

are aware that this is a concern of residents, commuters, and businesses in the Village.   

  

 A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to accept the Letter of Intent from Gotham and Charter for the Moger Lot 

Development; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

d. Presentation on proposed Moger Lot Development  



Village Board of Trustees Meeting 11/18/2019 20 

 

Representatives from Gotham and Charter as well as their architects at Beyer, Blinder, Belle 

made the following presentation: 
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e. Board Appointment- ZBA (5 year term) – Ralph Alfano 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee 

Albanese to appoint Ralph Alfano to the Zoning Board of Appeals; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 

9)     Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to pay the bills as submitted on November 15, 2019 for the months of September and 

October 2019 as follows:  

General Fund    $ 130,020.68 

Water Fund    $ 579,127.45 

Sewer Fund    $    5,769.66 

Library Fund    $    4,275.16 

Capital Fund    $ 238,015.15 

Trust Fund    $    7,099.25 

   TOTAL   $ 964,307.35 

 

 All in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 
 

10)     Minutes:  

 
a. VB Meeting 10-21-2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to accept the meeting minutes as submitted for October 21, 2019; all in favor: 
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Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

b. VB Meeting 11-4-2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to 

accept the meeting minutes as submitted for November 4, 2019; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

  

11)     Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

12)     Public Comment: -  

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that she was sad to say this meeting was the last 

with Trustee Albanese who started on this journey with her more than two (2) years ago.  

When they started together he wrote these words, “So much can be accomplished if we 

work together and we know that all we have and all that comes to us is because we have 

the power to do and change anything.  Our goal is to unite our Town, to inspire people to 

get involved, and to make life here better for everybody.”  With these words, through his 

leadership and in a short two years, Isi has inspired others to transform the look and feel of 

Mount Kisco.  He has been an extraordinary partner who leads with his heart and concern 

for doing what is right for the people in our community.  He reminds us that we must 

always be fair and listen with an open heart and do what is right for every individual in this 

community.  

 Trustee Grunthal stated that Trustee Albanese has contributed so much to our 

town and with the Adopt-an-Area and Adopt-a-Bench programs we have beautiful plantings 

and areas all throughout the Village.  He contributed and supported the Comprehensive Plan 

and Zoning amendments for the Village.  He supported environmental initiatives.  He will be 

missed.  

 Deputy Mayor Farber commented that it has been an honor and privilege to serve 

on the Board with Trustee Albanese.  Your love and enthusiasm for this Village is exemplary 

and your sense of style and beauty for our street corners and islands is now legendary.  You 

carry a quiet strength and a heart full of love for all things that are Mount Kisco.  Your eye 

as a photographer has captured so many beautiful moments and events.  She is sure that 

he will continue to be present by volunteering on other committees to ensure that the Board 

continues to move in the right direction.  Thank you for being a part of this Board.  

 Trustee Schleimer stated the Trustee Albanese worked very hard and thanked him 

for his service to the Village of Mount Kisco.  

 Trustee Albanese began by thanking the residents for voting for him.  It has been a 

privilege and honor to serve the people of Mount Kisco.  He thanked Mayor Picinich for 

convincing him to run.  He continued to say that more than two years ago with a hand full 

of people, we had a dream, and a list of goals.  We had a spark that has turned into the 
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flame that is burning today.  This Board embraced us and our ideas.  The Board and all the 

department heads worked together as a team to make things better.  Most of all, it is our 

citizens that have stepped up to make things possible.  He thanked the Beautification 

Committee for making all these possible.  He thanked the Chamber for thinking outside the 

box and bringing life to our Downtown.  He thanked his family for their support the last 

couple of years.  That flame is still burning and we need to keep on feeding it because our 

work is not done.  He knows that change is not easy, but it is the only thing that is certain; 

we need to embrace it.  He is proud of what has been accomplished and hopes that you are 

as well.  He presented a video slide show.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 9:42 pm. 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


